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1 Readers are recommended to consult Miles (2007b) on ’The Nordic States and the European Union: The 
Conceptual Utility of Fusion’ that provides a more detailed account of the general fusion literature. 
2 In Miles (2005), the author uses the term ‘Micro Fusion Perspective’ in order to thematically conceptualise the 
attitudes and behaviour of national policy-makers, in contrast to Wessels’ focus on the European (macro) level. In 
this study that focuses on regional actors it seems logical to leave the level of analysis out of the concept; hence 
we continue to use the term Fusion Perspective to express the concept even when applied to the regional 
context. 
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Figure 1: Basic Conceptual Order of Fusion Approaches 
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3 First, it has been used in connection with ‘changes in external boundaries’, which refers to a territorial extension 
of European policies, rules and institutional set-ups, to new member states in EU. Secondly, Europeanization has 
been used to study the evolvement of ‘institutions at the European level’. Thirdly, is the ‘central penetration of 
national systems of governance’, which covers adjustment processes in respect of institutional structure, policy, 
patterns of political behaviour etc. A fourth usage is to analyse how Europe ‘exporting forms of political 
organization’, which may contain values and institutional set-ups to countries even beyond Europe itself. The fifth 
usage is Europeanization as ‘a political unification project’, which, similar to the second definition, refers to the 
capacity at the EU-level (Olsen 2002:923f). 
4 Europeanization is presented in fusion approaches in a form close to Olsen’s type three: central penetration of 
national systems of governance (Olsen 2002: 923).  
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Figure 3: Fusion Perspectives Conceptualized 
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5 For a detailed discussion of this, see Miles (2006). 
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6 ‘Top’ refers then to demands from EU policy-cycle and ‘down’ is how the national level is affected by, and adapt 
to, these demands. ‘Up’ refers in this sense to regional action as a consequence of this Europeanization process. 
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7 These debates have been very strong in the Nordic countries. It is not only the challenges from the EU that bring 
about this discussion. It is possibly more accurate to argue that the discussions emanates from the challenges to 
the welfare state or the ‘threats’ from globalization. However, we will argue that what is perceived as ‘EU 
challenges’ are most important in order to understand these debates. 
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8 It can also be argued that there is a fourth dimension, which might be of interest in further studies of regional 
action. As Vong (2007:325) argues, there is also a dimension of ’socialisation of interests and identities, or 
‘identity reconstruction’’. He categorises this process as ‘cross-loading’. 
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Figure 4: Regional Action conceptualized 
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Figure 5: Regional Action and the Fusion Approach 
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